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In December, our Playmaking show (Don’t Tread On Me: The Revolutionary Plays) featured Yusef Bulos and Lois Smith
(above) as a wandering baby and a grouchy blue mutant in Who Are You? by Aisha Diaz. The play was directed by Project
newcomer Sarah Cameron Sunde. Below left, Crystal Dickinson and Brandon Dirden were a brother and sister left without
a mother in Viviana Vasquez’s Mom Disaster, directed by Nicole Watson. On the right, Mia Barron and Maggie Lacey were
a time-hopping bunny and dog in Time Machine Extreme, directed by Leslie Kramer (Mia and Maggie are shown taking a
bow with their playwright Natalia Caballero). 

Folks that helped create Don't Tread On Me: The Revolutionary Plays were Greg MacPherson & Alex Gordon on lights; com-
poser Patrick Barnes; costume designers Crystal Thompson, Beth Goldenberg and Jennifer Jimenez; sound designer
Maury Schott; and stage manager Sara Bennett. Our amazing weekend hosts in Stone Ridge were the Gorn family (Steve
Gorn, Barbara Bash & their son Wiley); Joe White, Iris Brown & their son Walker; Laura Cunningham; Melissa Leo, Nicole &
Paul Quinn; Deborah Freedman & Bill Woods; Charles Miles & Naomi Freundlich; David Curtis & Anne Morse; our chef Mary
Pat Walsh and her able sous chefs Joe White & Iris Brown.
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Noah Trepanier was a nerd and Megan Cramer his very
fast computer in Kara Thiam’s The Magic Computer. Dir:
David Dalton.

A Samurai (James Yaegashi) and a Ninja (Jessica
Hecht) waged war & song in David McCall’s Battle
of Japan. Dir: John Sheehy.

In Ugly, by Nathaniel Butler, Felix Solis and Stevie
Ray Dallimore had words at the core of the earth.
Dir: Danny Goldstein.

A spoiled rich girl (Caroline Clay) and a clairvoyant
monkey (Jeanine Serralles) found cautious friendship
on Banana Island and Manhattan in Creature + Human
= Love by Stasia Bree Quinones. Dir: Rick Meese.

In What The Spinach!!! by Lincoln Bernard, John Conlee and
Frances McDormand were spectacularly clueless spies. Dir:
Carlos Armesto.

In Alvin Garcia’s The Hero and The Villain, Octavius
(Howard Overshown) and Maximus (Christopher
Randolph) warily circled each other. Dir: Larissa Lury.
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Ladies and 
gentlemen,
introducing...
holiday fundraiser 

contest results

in this year’s fundraiser,
projectiles were 
challenged to create
great names for the
anonymous band sketched
by resident caricaturist
(and development 
assistant) josh moody.
Presented here are the
winners of the various
categories. Keep an eye on
your local listings for

ballistic pillow’s next gig.

The following foundations,
corporations, and govern-
ment agencies  recently
made generous grants to the
Project. We are grateful to
them for their support as well
as to the many individuals
who help sustain the
Project’s programs year-
round.

Dramatists Guild Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000
Dramatists Play Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,500
Office of Thomas K. Duane, Senator  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000

Educational Foundation of America  . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000
Office of Assembly Member Richard Gottfried  . . .2,500
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation . . . . . . . . . . .25,000
Hurlbut Family Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500
James A. Macdonald Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000
Mellon Equity Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000
The New York Times Company Foundation  . . . . . . . .5,000
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000
Sallie Mae Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000
Shapiro & Lobel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500
St. Vincent de Paul Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000
Surdna Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000
The Vervane Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000
Wiener Family Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15,000
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playback thank-yous

Greg macpherson, lights
andrew sherman, composer 
courtney fitzgerald and 
stacy towles, interns 

(and costume designers)
drew vanderburg, sound

karen munkel, stage manager

our hosts in bridgehampton

the vassilaros family,
louis & patrice friedman
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What’s New? Playback, 2007 was presented October 19-21 at the Julia Miles Theater.
Below, at left, are Jason Gil and Tim Cain as rival food vendors in Taco Fever. On the right are
Ashley Smith and Maile Holck as a combative daughter and mom in The War Between Love and Hate.

In Vicky, Reg Flowers and Chloe Moore were
high school chums with serious friendship issues.

Lily Houghton just wanted some 
privacy from her little sister Megan
Cramer in The Jello Fellows.

Nancy Giles and Lordan Ulloa fought
evil and despair in The Demon Slayer.

Terrence Mack and Jeremy Beck played 
selfish, warring kings in The Lost Kingdom.

Musical Rapping Candy-Loving
Soldiers, Jorge Zapata & Josh Moody.

Stephanie
Marion pounds
a foam-core
drumkit in her
play Best
Friends or
Nothing.
Accompanying
her are
Courtney
Fitzgerald,
Angel Desai,
and George
Babiak.
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BELL tells All the smart
partner
report

2nd Place 
ed vassallo 

hashem ahmed 

3rd Place 
George babiak 
devin gonzalez

after months of intense ping-
pong practice sessions, 18 brave
teams of smart partners and
homework helpers assembled on
February 15 to paddle it out on
the weathered, yet firm, green
tabletop. here are the teams who
were distinguished with awards on
that fateful day.

THe champions
erica schmidt

jonathan rosario

4th Place
chamel rodney 

conor fetting-smith 

best new team 
elisa zuritzky

jennifer ramirez

best dressed 
kayelani silva 
megan cramer

good sports 
jorge zapata
josh moody 

honorable mention
jazmine mikell

christine grenier 

most improved 
sean kenealy 

jason gil 

best teamwork
maximo jimenez
barnett cohen

nok-hockey aces 
jason gil, champ
kevin kulego & 

jennifer ramirez 
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t Super-cool Project
composer Jonathan
Andrew Sherman
and Jodi Beth
Sheeler were married
January 5, 2008 in
Vieques, Puerto Rico.
They were generous
enough to ask for
donations to the
Project instead of
wedding gifts. Is that
nice, or what? 

t The wee person cradled in
the arms of Lili Taylor and
Nick Flynn is none other
than Maeve Lulu Taylor
Flynn, who was born to these
happy folks on January 9,
2008, just days before the
Project spent the weekend at
Lili’s home in Red Hook, NY
for the 2-on-2 weekend.
Congratulations, Lili and
Nick, and thanks!

p “Why, why, why, Delilah?” sang Tom
Jones. “Why not?” said Proj Vol Gina
Torres and her hub Laurence
Fishburne, who blessed their cheerful
baby girl with that name. She has been
around a while, having been born way
back in the summer of 2007. This is how
she looked at the tender age of four
months.

p Cute ‘n‘ grumpy Jack William Goebel
arrived last Dec. 23. His parents are
Paul and Jessica Goebel (nee Soto).
Jess was a Project kid way back in the
80s.

u This little guy, barely bigger than a
fern,  is Lucas, son of Liliana Amador
and Frank Marti. He’s already demon-
strating an interest in horticulture.

We like putting pictures of
Oscars in the newsletter,
especially if Project Pals
have won some recently. In
February, Joel and Ethan
Coen’s film No Country for
Old Men garnered 4, count
them, 4 small golden men (3
of them for the brothers
alone). It tickled us to see
Joel’s wife Fran
McDormand (see her on
page 4) and their son
Pedro nervously perched
on the edge of their seats
during the broadcast.
Congratulations, guys!

While we’re at it, we’ve gotta hand out congrats to
Tamara Jenkins, a past Project director, who was nomi-
nated for an  Oscar for her screenplay for The Savages.

In Memoriam

The 52nd Street Project
mourns the death of
David Rogerson, Gus'
dad, and a regular sup-
porter of the Project.
Rogie, as he was known,
spent his professional life
as a teacher and coach,
and loved working with
kids. He was a good guy,
and will be missed.
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The 2008 2-on-2’s, more properly
named Scandalous: Plays That Tell
All, was staged at the TBG Theater
on 36th St. on Feb. 1, 2 & 3.

2-on-2 Thank-Yous

Greg MacPherson, 
Thom Weaver,

& Kathleen Dobbins,  lights
Justin Poindexter, composer 
Katherine Brown, costumes

Sean Kenealy, sound
Sara Bennett, stage manager

Our hosts in Clinton Corners
Maria Tucci,
Lili Taylor,
Joel Coen

and Frances McDormand

Jennifer Ramirez and Erica Arce played 
detectives Bobby’s Babes, in Keira Naughton’s
play of the same name. Dir: Kate Marks.

A scientist (Harlo Ulloa) and a zombie (Bryant
Acosta) learned the humanizing value of laughter
in The Best Medicine, a parody of I Am Legend by
Michael Bernard with the most shameless jokes
ever to grace the Project stage. Dir: Joe Mihalow.

Bridesmaid Stephanie Vamvoukakis
helped her Bridezilla friend Azalea
Rosario find out what she really
wanted in Deirdre O’Connor’s
Wedding Bell Blues. Dir: Erica
Cardwell.

In Don’t You Make My Red Eye Blue, by Jeff Cox,
A.J. Welsh and Joyce Cheung were bickering flight
attendants. Dir: Becky White.

In The Big Beach Party, by
Graeme Gillis, hot dog boy Junior
Chatman and Lady Lifeguard
Jenisse Bouret, sang, danced
and took care of the Jersey
Shark. Dir: Reg Flowers.

all photos on this page by david furr

Mordecai Santiago ponders an army enlistment as Pablo Maldonado coaxes
and cajoles him in Winter Miller’s War is a Game of Basketball, directed by Gus
Rogerson.



Lisa
tilney

The 52nd Street Project
500 West 52nd St., #2B
New York, NY 10019

nonprofit org.

U.S. poStage paid

new york, ny

permit #4292

Occupation: Architect

Why she does what she does: “I love cities and buildings.”

What she does for the Project: She is our owner’s rep; that is, she is facili-
tating the design and construction of our new theater and headquarters.

Hobbies: “Reading, traveling, playing squash, eating.”

Last book read: “The Sea” by John Banville.

Most recent accomplishment: “Learning how to make an omelet.”

Best 52nd Street Project memory: “In The Great Discovery, a 1-on-1 play
last summer, there were two girls on top of a mountain confronting their fear.
One reminds the other of how she admired her friend’s ability to get on stage
every night even though she puked her guts out before the show. The actress’s
reply: ’A bit embarrassing... but it still casts me in a noble light.’”

Credo: “Less is more.”

Advice to kids: “Take advantage of The Project - it is an amazing place!”

Place of birth: Hartford, CT.    Habitat: Brooklyn, NY.

Favorite thing about the Project: “Foam core sets, music at the shows,
overwhelming creativity and talent.”

On Flyer Bars: “My goal is to win one at a raffle before a Project show.”

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL
BEnefit... or else!

monday, may 5, 2008
call johnny “bag o’DONuts” sheehy

at (212) 333-5252
or e-mail sheehy@52project.org

inside: the big new project update... and a show flyer!


