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Cumming Is Going

After three yeors, ninety-five ploys, ond countless maudlin good-bye ceremonies,
Marsue is slepping down from the Execulive Directorship of the Project. Peter
MacNicol, her husbond, has taken a job on o new TV series, “Love Child™ ond so the
two ore off fo the wes! coost, where Marsue expects she will loll around the ce-ment
pond and reod trashy noveks. Little does she know thot Leigh Curran hos arranged for
fifty thin children with long foces to greet them of the airport chanting "Why con't we
be in o ploy?” For further developments, walch this newsletter.

Here's some forewell advice from the kids:

"Try to be in 0 movie with Peter, moke some money, buy o limo, get o buller, o
moid, and o costle, ond pick me and my ount ond oll my friends up ond let us
live there.” Dorthulo Harvey, Age 10

"I'll tell you tomorrow.” Andre Parks, Age 8°

"There's a lot of hurricaines...no - earthquokes. Don't cook any food.”
Nyito Honley, Age 8

* The following doy Mr. Parks could not be reached for comment.

Ochs Is Okayed

Carol Ochs got okayed by the Boord of The 52nd Street Project and her name has
recently been hoisted up atop the Project slationary. Here are some of the reasons
why she got the nod:

1 # Hos lots of hoir
2 * Hos o really cool opartment
3# ks o good eater
4 *Knows oll kinds of stuff
5# ks not oo fall
6 ® Hos excellent driving record
7 # Plays poker
8 * Once smoked o cigar
9 Con 0dd ond subtroct in her heod
10 # Thinks I'm funny
- Willie Recle
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See Ya!

On September 14th, | attended the screening of  film Willie and | did together during
the summer of 1983 feoturing o girl nomed Elaine Smith, and obout 15 of the
Project’s original kids. Although, | hod attended the very first production, this wos my
first significant experience with The 52nd Street Project. Screening it eight years later
for an audience of fomily and friends, including seven of the kids who appeared in
the movie, brought the perfect kind of closure fo my post three years os Execulive
Director. Seeing those kids, who are now young odulls, brought back not only memo-
ries, but oll of the reasons why | was drawn fo the Project fo begin with — seven reo-
sons 10 be exact. Their nomes ore Angelico, Caro, Deneko, Domingo, Evelyn, Ceorge
and Robert. The following night ot my official good-bye party, | was thrilled fo see
eleven more of these reasons — Annelle, Fron-Morie, Joanne, Jose, Karen, LoTanyo,
Milord, Nyito, Paulo, Richard, and Shirley. And when | looked past their faces to the
other fifty or so peaple that were there, | realized we were all involved in this Project
for the same reasons. And these reasons are so compelling they have not only hooked
those of us who work most closely with the kids, but olso have drawn in the Project’s
funders, board, backstage volunteers, individual supporters, and oudience members. |
think if you ask any one of these people why they volunteer, give, or simply come,
the answer would be the same — the kids. And so given my fen years with the
Projecl, and the perspective it hos offorded me, | would point o this one thing os the
secrel 1o ifs longevity and ifs success. As onyone who has been involved in a relation-
ship with one or twenty kids knows, this kind of shared purpose s cruciol. Personally,
il is why co-workers have become friends and funders allies. It is why when | looked
oul of everyone of the porty | knew that it hod been o rare priveledge 1o be involved
in something thet could inspire this kind of single-minded devotion. It is also why |
know | om leoving the Priect in good hands. Both Carol ond Jenny come lo the Project
os oudience members, and each of them hos followed her heart 10 become increcsing-
ly involved. As time hos passed, they hove shown an eagerness 1o do anything ond
everything -- o sure sign thot they are here for the right reasons. | have often scid
you don't really know the Project until you (Contnued on Page 4)



One-On-Ones:
20 kids linked by Food Chain

And the food ployed on, and on, and on. This summer marked Ihe sixth season of
One-On-Ones. In July, Annetle Myiie, Viclor Rojos, Mary Vomvoukokis, li and Jill
Borbosa, Lori Quinones, Luis Santoni, Ronnie Noonon, Yolandu ond Evelyn
Maldonado, and junior counselor Fran-Marie Fargardo went 1o Block Island with ten
adults. The kids stoyed with host fomilies there, who were all very generous and
showed the kids o great fime on the islond. During the day, we oll worked on the
plays of the home of Dr. Christina Bioggi, learning lines betwoen games of pool,
wolks on the beach, ond, of course, greal meaks. Highlights of the visit indude o
plane ride by lighting designer/oce pilot Greg MacPherson, o boot ride ala Byom
Stevens Senior and Junior, and o bon-fire on the beach complete with ghost slories
ond s'mores. The Block Island ploys were an evenl in themselves, with such dassic
thealricol moments os Viclor singing “Il's o Munching, Munching World,” Jeff Willioms
in fruit-drog os Georgio Peach, Mary Vomvoukakis os " chikd from Manhatian who
don't know nuttia'from ou gratin,” and Willie os o devoured piece of zili, with one of
the most unusual song intros ever, osking Jill Barbosa "Just whot is on epiglotis?”

The Cape Cod One-On-Ones in August took another group of fen kids awoy; any acliv-
ies from this frip, however, were completely upstoged by Bob -- Hurrianie Bob, thot
is. Darthulo Harvey, Kristen Bess, Joonne Ramirez, Eri Santoni, Tina Vamvoukakis,
Samona Squire, Wendell Borrero, Andre Parks, Nyita Honley, Natosha Soto and her

Bob Survivors
trying not to
fall down

pholo

Joanne Romitez
brother Jose os junior counselor, olong with fifteen odults, were in Worehom, Mass
but fourteen hours when this doozy of a storm took ifs toll. The storm come right into
our area, and we consider ourselves lucky becouse the house we slayed in wos virlu-
ally unhormed, and being right on the bay we hod 0 terrific view of the slorm. We'd
oll ke fo thank Dr. Peter and Helen Rondolph and their fomily publily for graciously
lefing us into their home to witness o notural disoster, ond ve'd like 1o odd thot we'd
be delighted fo come fo their home in Hawaii locoted on the oclive vokano, Mouna
Kea. Rookie Project kid Andre Parks, 8, made his point when he said thot olthough he
reolly liked Hurricaine Bob, "when we weat outside [in the storm], | almost fell down
- you're lucky you're not me.”

Surviving Hurricaine Bob wos no easy feot. Thus, exira-big kudos should go to oll the
kids ond odults who did not foll down. In particulor, the Irue unsung heroes of the
trip, who fed us in glorious guslatoriol fashion in fimes of no relrigeration or woler
ond on one gos stove - Carol Ochs and Korin Barry. Somehow, in spite of five days
withoul eleclricity or water, everyone managed lo come ou! of the experience with o
greal play and some fun to boot. We did go minioture golfing, and os o reward for
our patience The Cape Cod Potato Chip Co. sent us 160 bags of chips and popcorn.

Curiously enough, the kids" favorie aciivifies wos the daily 1rip lo the local high
school shower - o miracle by ony stendord.

All wine perfortnances of The Food Chain were more or less sold out of The Ensemble
Studio Thealre, ond thanks to superb volunteer crews for both shows, hod dynamile

productions.

Replay it, Again

On August 151h, four plays written by kids in the Reploy cluss from last February
were produced with an “oll-kid" company. Tha is, not only were the ploys writlen by
kids, but kids olso directed, octed, designed, ond worked backstoge for this produc-
tion, called Triple Threat." This wos a Project first, and definitely not o lust. The une-
fime performance for on invited oudience of fumily and Project friends wos o delight
from the first moment, when Dawn Jockson did o hilarious toke-off on Willie's curtoin
speech, through each of the plays by Luis Santoni, Victor Rojos, Kulondi Frier and Ei
Barboso. The directors were Dawn, Shirley Rumierk, Fran-Marie Forgordo and Joonne
Ramirez, and they each wers helped by four odult mentors. Michaelo Murphy and
Larry Nothanson were the arfistic direclors who supervised the event deftly and
grocefully.

Daniel took eight kids in o class fora week o do re-writes on their plays, and on
November Sth ploys by Danny Noonan, Lori Quinones, Samona Squire, Jomor
Willioms and Wendell Borrero will be produced ot ES.T. Larry, Michaelo and Daniel
have also begun a directing workshop for the five directors who will be working in
November, and they report that there is greot enthusiosm ol oround for the next

show.

Playback:

"Sometime Later" is Sometime Soon

All of you regular PU readers moy recall thot a yeor ago the first two adult-kid
Ployback teams molched up 1o colloborate on one-act plays went away. On
September 271h, the lost final teams went to Fran McDormand’s house upstale: Willie
Reale with novice writer Jose Soto, and Jim McDaniel and Glen Jenkins. The concepl
behind Ployback is 1o poir o veteron Project kid with an odult who spend the weckend
together colloborating on  play, the first act of which the kid writes and the odul
then writes o second ploy with the same character, which, according fo the theme,
takes place somelime loter, be it S minutes or S0 years. All nine "Somelime Loter...
ploys will be performed of the Playwrights Horizans Studio Thealre in fwo separole
evenings. Evening A, with plays by Glen & Jim, Shomine Gibson & Doniel, Donielle
Ferrin & Jon Buckaloo, Karen Myrie & Roma Moffio, and LoTanya Godlrey & Corl
Capotorto, will be performed Tuesdoy, October 15th to Friday, October 201h a1 7:30
p.m. Evening B's ploys ore written by Jessica Soto & Leigh Curran, Jose & Willi,
Jessia Cordero & Sybil Rosen, and Poula Myrie ond Loura Maria Censobello.
Performances are on Saturdoy ond Sunday, October 19th and 20th, o1 3:00 .. cnd
7:30 p.m. For reservations coll 212 459-4107, ond call soon becouse "Somelinme
Later...” should sell out sometime soon.



We're Just Gaga About Galas

This summer we not only threw a tenth anniversary goko in June, but two, count "em,
two more galas in August ond September.

On August 12th, film producer and Project Board Member Ben Borenholtz offered us
the premier screening of "Barton Fink,” the movie thot scored the Palm d*Or in
Cannes, in order fo greose our polms with o little d'or. Direcied by Projec pal Joel
Coen, and starring Project pol John Turturro, we couldn’t hove dreomed of o mare
ideal benefit. Lots of people came ond we raised nearly $6,000. And if anyone wos
feeling a little discombobulated ofter the movie, they were iinmediately set straight
by the scrumplous Flyer chocolate bors donated by chocolole-caramel maven John
Paris.

No sooner had we deposited the lost checks from that gola did Project actress and pal
Lili Toylor call to offer a screening of her new movie, "Dogfight” to benefit The 52nd
Street Project offshoot in Los Angeles. As if it weren't enough that this benefit wos
Taylor-made, producers Rich Guay and Peter Newman were very generous lo offer
ond facilitate this benefit, and on top of all that - they threw a party too! The entire
even! wos tremendous fun, and we raised well over $5,000 1o get the LA. Project on
its way (more on that later).

The Project on the Tube

For all you PU readers who are couch polatos, you've probably noficed the Project on
TV quite a bit. (BS Sunday Morning with Charles Kurolt did o piece on The Block
kland One-On-Ones with Charles Osgood os correspondent. The show aired on

Sunday, Augus! 4th on the last day of the performance, and we think they did o won-

derful job ot copturing the spirit of the One-On-Ones. Meanwhile, the documentary,
"Three Minutes from Broodway: The Story of The 52nd Street Project” has been doing
reruns on PBS.

Speaking of reruns, Project kids Alex Bess ond Jose Solo hove been seen rerunning
this summer -- and we are waiting for them 1o toke us out to lunch on their residu-
aks...how about it fellos? Also Jose will be seen sometime this season on The Cosby
Show ploying o teenage father. Ako ploying o teenage fother s Project adult (we
think) Jeff Willioms - don't we teach you guys onything? Look for high fushion
model Kulondi Frier in on Esprit commerciol.

American Playhouse ot PBS is interested in making o fictional program based on The
52nd Street Project. We have been falking with them, and they ‘ve osked us 1o be co-
producers of the piece, which will enable us 1o hove arfistic control on decisions which
will factor into the show. We also hope that Marsue will be the Associote Producer of
the program, so we'll hove further input and guorantee thot someone who knows the
spirit of the Project can ensure thot it will be delivered on the screen. On Seplember
24th we invited all the Project parents and rfist volunteers to oftend o meeting with
us and our lowyer about what the process entaiks and 1o answer any questions. We
had o good discussion, and os soon as we know more we will inform oll interested
parfies -- and moybe even throw an interesting porty.

~esssschammmanss & » & B

Lala Land gets Project

Leigh Curran, who's been heading up The 52nd Street Project/West, hos reported lots
of good news. First of oll, they have o new nome: The Virginio Avenue Projec. We
like thot. She ako reports that on October 3rd she's anticipting the opproval of the
Board of the Folice Activities League in Santa Monica 1o sponsor the Project, and
eventuolly house it in new facilities which are currently uader construction. She
expects 10 sturt giving the kids octing closses in Jonuory, ond s planning the first Los
Angeles One-On-Ones for April. The Thatcher School in Ojoi (on orange-growing con
munity in o volley) hos offered to host the One-On-Ones there, and they will be per-
formed ot Highways, o performance space in Santa Monico. "All we need now, ~ soys
Leigh, "ts the money.” We're very excited lor Leigh, and even more excited for whea
things get rolling so we can orgonize an easl-wes! Project exchonge and we'll all stoy
of Marsue ond Peter's polotiol home - we like thot,

If you'd like 10 contact Leigh (or moybe send o check - we like that), the oddress for
The Virginio Avenue Project is 3782 Redwood Avenue, Lcs Angeles, CA 90086, or ccll
213 398-3546. However, you can calch her in New York during most of October,
performing wilh Jessica Soto in “Somelime Loter...”

The Kindness of "Strangers"

Part of our 34 ploys in 30 doys statistic includes the Playmaking program we did
with Graham-Windhom. June Bollinger 100k on the chollenge of being the ortistic
director of this affair. Along with Susie Willermon os Ploymoking instructor, who had
help from Jeff Lee ond Kiki Ingenthrone, June took ten kids between the ages of 12
and 17 1o EST's Tonnersville retreat for o weekend in August (thanks to the Curt-
man) where each kid wrote o play. On August 17th and 181h, “Strongers™ wos per-
formed ot E.S.T., with o fabulous group of octors and dramaturg/directors who were
mostly newcomers 1o the Project (thanks for the new blood, June), not fo meation o
dynomite seven-member bockstage crew of kids from Grahom-Windhom. Grohom-
Windhom, which is o foster-care home in upstate New Yok, is now tolking o us
about initiating o year-round program with us. We think one kid from the group,
(loudette, expressed the sentiments besl, "I don't like writing, but | love writing
ploys.” If anyone's interested in working with 1eenogers on this kind of project, con-
fact June.

e & O o
Funding News::
Primerica $3,000.00
Gitibunk $500.00
Joseph & Corol Reich $500.00
The New York Times $3,000.00

Thanks to everyone af these organizolions for their kind support.



Tid Bits

* Playmaking starfed this month, with fen young new fresh foces, and some old,
Project faces (old, but young, that is). Daniel hos several odult mentors to help with
the class, so the kids are sure o get o lot of individual attention, and will probably
teach those odults a thing or two, 100. The Playmakers will go away in November,
each kid equipped with two odult octors ond o dromaturg/director. There they wil
write o ploy which will be performed in December.

«The Project hos a new ploce fo hang ifs hat...Producer and Board Member Stephen
Grohom hos grociously donaled his corner office on west 42nd Street fo us, so we
now hove a real office for our compuler, and a good view cf New Jersey, ond o sofo
for Willie 1o toke noppies on. It's heaven. But we hove by no means forgotten from
whence we come, and visit the west 52nd Street office every doy affer school gets out
so we can see oll our pals and get our daily dose of bubble gum.

«10-yeor old Danny Noonan and 11-year old Victor Rojos ore both making short
movies with guys nomed John -- we don't know if this hos any significance but any-
way...Victor just finished o 15-minute movie with John Henry Davis about o boy who
finds o magic lantern. Dnny is currently working on o film directed by John Raffo
colled "Big And Mean,” also storring long-fime Project aclor Greg Germann (we
believe Danny is playing the fitle role).

*Project Update is more and more becoming the Jessica Soto Update. In the last PU
we printed o letfer from Jessico, who spent o splendid summer in Maine of comp.
Jessia is now enrolled ot the Hun School of Princeton (os in *Atilla the...) on full-
scholarship. Yeah, Jessie - take those preppies by storm!

® Fish Update : Sparky Il and Mino, the Project goldfish, are odjusting lo Project life
swimmingly. So all you cynics out there -- stop sending those nasly postcards osking if
they're dead yet (okay, Jessie!)

© Now that Robert de Rothschild has kindly sent kids to both the Horry Belofonte
concert in the spring, and the premier of "Dogfight,” we'd really like o meet him.
One of the kids is quoted os saying: "Who wos that mosked man? | wanted to thank
him."

® Producer/sel designer and Boord Member Heidi Landesman donoted 40 fickets for
Project friends, kids and fomilies 1o go see “The Secret Gorden.” Not only does the
show star Howard McGillin ond Daisy Egan, who greeted everyone ofter the show, but
it is has Project mom, Patty Yomvoukakis, os on usher. You can rip our stubs any-
fime, Patty!

Wish List:

Custom shelves for the new office, o desk chair with lower back support, that big
house in the country, prinfing contocts, money conlacts, contoct with someone who
prints money, confoct in sporting goods, contacts in paper, conloct in contoc! lenses.

See Ya! - Continved from Poge 1:

return from o week or o weekend oway-- ore locked out of the PALL - have one
spare child with nowhere fo go -- and about ten miscellaneous pieces of clothing you
hove 1o take home with you because no one hos daimed them. But Carol and Jenny
have olready been there. So, there is no doubt in my mind that they, teamed with
Willie, the very first person 1o have been sucked in by these kids, will keep the
Project on a steady path. As some of you may know, Peter and | come dangerously
close 1o leaving New York three years ogo, only o couple of months ofter | hod joined
the Project. Peter recently pointed oul that it wos now cleor why we didn’t go. This
wus the fime we were meant lo be o part of the Project’s life ond the Project wos
meant o be o port of ours. It hs groced our lives, and given us more than we could
ever refurn. We will nol soy good-bye, but simply repeat the message that wos on the
coke the kids gave me on my lost day ot work — “See Yo.” And | know we will.

- Morsue Cumming

Aerial view of Marsue's

ke

Phote: Ace Fiot Greg MocPersan
Cake by Copeabe Colé (pummets!)

Peter's Out

Yeaoh yeah yeah we're gonna miss Marsue. We love her. She loves us. Enough
olreody. Whot obout Project husband Peter MacNicol? Where's his coke?Where's his
party? Where's his front-page PU coverage? Where's his sel of removable foloos
from Neal Mazzella? Oh the inequity of it oll. Didn't he, after oll, serve os ploy doctor
for countless ploys? Wasn't he referee for innumerable executive-level Project squab-
bles? Didn'1 he single-handedly teach Mikey Lugo the meaning of Holloween? I'm fed
up. ) - WR

Project Clerk Risks Life
For Benefit Mailing

While we were braving the elements up in Warehom, David Margulies clerk/oclor for
The 52nd Street Project wos working on o mailing with the lovely and tolented Phyllis
Somerville. Phyllis opted 1o toke some of her clerking home while David worked in
the office. Alfter having licked some hundreds of stamps Dovid recolled feeling  little
queasy, "At first | thought it might be the glue from the stamgps but then | reclized
thot there wus octuolly something in the air...in the atmosphere...| was osphixiafing. |
ran down and found o young man lo help me.” That young man, Raymond, the PAL
custodial engineer, found o foulty fluorescent light in the office ceiling and turned it
off. Said Roymond, “The light was broken, so | turned it off.” The oir cleared and the
mailing wos completed. It wos loter discovered in o conversation with Project grom-
po/chemist Bob Reale tht fluarescent lights can emit mercury gos. "Mercury is sup-
posed fo be loxic so you better throw the thing oul.” We thank Phyllis and Dovid for
all their hard work and for this chilling PV item. -WR



