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Summertime Project Tix
Bring the Project Update to the beach and be the envy of all
around you.

UPDATE

Gone, But Not Gone...

Mino Hommer, Administrative ond Producfion Assistont extroordinaire, who
wos with the Project for two ond o holf years, took her leave of us ot the

beginning of June to work with a bunch of singing Bolshevics. She olways
brought good cheer into the office with her sunny foce ond smiling disposk

fion, ond since she's gone ol the kids just mope around the office (I wish!).

However, we oll know that she'll work with us agoin soon. Meanwhile, in
her absence, we hove nomed o fish ofter her, so her bubbly presence is still
felt. Jenny Gersten, hot off the Bachelor of Arts presses from Oberin
College, is the “new Mina." Jenny originally interned with us in Jonuary,
ond she actully come bock...go figure.

Mina rides into the sunset

Speaking of fish, June 16, 1991, was the first anniversary of Sparky's
death (for those of you new to the Project, or who missed the golo, Sparky
wos o goldfish whose unfortunate, untimely death is a fish-bone of con-
tenfion around here), so we bought a new fish to breok the bod korma ond
colled it Sparky II. Sparky I died the next doy (some people feel it was
doomed due fo ifs ossociafion with its nomesake). Determined fish-keepers
that we ore, we now have Sparky Il and Mino, who seem very happy and
well in their new home. L'ochiem!

PROJECT
UPDATE

JuLy 1991

Replay
In the lost PU., fifteen kids who were Ploymakers from HumanNature ond
The Dreom Theme were foking closses with Daniel Judoh Sklor to toke the
next step in ploywriting. On April 26th those 15 kids went with 12 actors
and 5 support staffers to the Forest Inn in Tannersville for an arfistic
retreot/workshop. Over the weekend, everyone got to go horseback riding,
ond they rehearsed their ploys. On Sunday each ploy wos given o reading
and wos then discussed by all participants. The generol feeling was thot the
kids hod truly progressed in their wrifing. The next step is going fo be o
Project experiment. Fourteen kids will be going back into the dassroom for o
week of Re-writing closses with Daniel. Following that week, five plays wil
be chosen to be presented ot E.S.T. for o one-fime performance on August
13th. These ploys will be octed, directed and stoge managed by the kids,
under the supervision of Lorry Nathanson and Michoelo Murphy.

Replayers on horseback
hit the trail in
Tannersville

Ten Will Get You Plenty

Our tenth anniversary gol, “Ten Will Get You Twenty,” on June 3rd ot the
Vivion Beaumont Theoter ot Lincoln Center wos o smash success. We had
two performances thot night, both fo packed houses. Forty-five children and
forty-five odults from Project post ond present groced the stoge, singing
songs from Project yore. It was wonderful to hove everyone back together
ogoin. We ore etemally thankful to those people (you know who you are)
who donated their fime, or other goods, to make the evening such a hit.
We think you're oll the greatest thing since sliced breod.

Speoking of bread...the gola raised over $20,000 net profit. Hurrah! This
will help to fund this summer's One-on-Ones ot Block Islond and Cope Cod.



Funding

In other funding news, sincere thanks goes fo:

Nothon Cummings Foundotion: ~ $40,000
The Fon Fox & Leslie R. Somuels

Foundafion: $10,000 (two-yeor gront)
Con Edison: S 1,000

We would olso like to toke o moment to thank Rozanne Gates who celebrat-
ed her birthdoy on May 19th with o party for oll of her friends. In liev of
giffs, Rozanne osked everyone to moke o donafion to the Project. Due to
Rozanne's ond her friends' generosity, we raised over S1,100!

One-on-Ones

Sure, it's hazy, hot ond humid outside but we know it's summer when the
kids come into the office woving their certificates of acheivement ond diplo-
mos ond osking when we're going owoy. The first One-on-One frip we'll be
toking this year will be to Block Islond, Rhode Islond from July 21 - July 28.
Adult porticipants inude Richord Dresser, Spalding Gray, Frocoswell Hymon,
Bruce MacVittie, Roma Maffio, Jomes McDaniel, Willie Reole, Jomes Ryan,
Ann Talman, Wendy Wasserstein, Joe White ond Jeff Willioms. The second
trip will be from August 18 - 25 in Warehom, Massachusetts (Cape Cod).
So for, those odults scheduled to go to the Cape ore Cecilio Arona, Becky
Browder, Carl Capotorto, Joel Coen, Mary Kane, Craig Lucos, Peter MacNicol,
Fronces McDormand, Kevin 0'Rourke, Christopher Randolph, Willie Reale,
Kathryn Rossetter, Edith Thurber ond Pomola Tyson.

The theme for the One-on-Ones this year is “The Food Chain® (Willie's one-
track mind/stomach strikes again!) The Block Island ploys will be presented
ot E.S.T. from Thursday, August 1t to Saturdoy, August 3rd ot 8:00 p.m.
with mafinees on Sofurdoy ond Sunday, August 4th, ot 3:00 p.m. The
Cape Cod plays will be performed from Tuesday, August 27th to Friday,
August 30th ot 8:00 p.m. Please be sure to make reservafions in odvance
because the fickets will sell like hot<akes (so fo speok).

Nights On The Town

This spring did not only bring forth lots of sunshine ond flowers, it also
brought the Project lots of complimentary fickets. On April 13th, seven kids
and three adults ran oway to the circus...The Cirque du Soleil, that is. The

Quebegoise company chormed the odults ond kids, but os 8+yeor-old bom
and bred New Yorker, Annette Myrie pointed out, “It's very hord fo under-
stand what they're saying if you're not French like me." Merd, Annette,
and Grand Mercis to Susan Chicoine ond Kevin McAnamey for giving us the
fickefs. On April 24th, nine kids sow o performance of *Once On This
Island® on Broodway. Thanks to Stephen Graham for the Caribbean voyage
- 100 bad we couldn't use our sunscreen. *Doy-0" Yup, on May 8th, eleven
kids, occompanied by some grateful Project volunteers ond porents, sow
Harry Belofonte perform in o benefit concert for E.S.T. ot Avery Fisher Holl -
thonks to Robert de Rothschild and Bob Seidenberg for those. The Mets
gove us fifteen fickets to see the Gionts lose to the Amazin' Mets. Con
Edison gave us five seofs which we used os o "girls night out™ fo see the
Yonkees ploy the Ocklond A's on May 10th. On June 20th, INTAR on W.
42nd Street invited us to see “The Hove-Litfle® by Migdalia Cruz, obout o
15+4ear-old girl growing up in the South Bronx. After the play, the kids had
0 long discussion with the cast about the play. Thank you ll for helping
enrich our kids' lives.

Tid Bits

# PloyBack confinues. On June 7, 3 kids (Shomine Gibson, Jessica
Cordero ond Donielle Ferrin) went oway with 3 adults (Daniel Judah Sklar,
Sybil Rosen and Jan Buckaloo) to Jon's house in Eost Hompton, New York,
fo work on plays fogether. Performances of all nine PloyBack plays are cur-
rently scheduled for October.

% "*52 Comes Through,” our TheatreSports improv teom, participated in on
olk<ity tournament on April 20th and finally got first-ploce (it was o three-
waoy fie, but hey, it's sfill first ploce!).

+$+ "Three Minutes from Broodwoy: The Story of The 52nd Street Project,
the thirty-minute film by Lyn Greene and Josephine Dumas, was broadcast
on WNET in June. We hope this broadcast will leod to future showings on
other stofions ocross the country. Stoy funed...

# Ben Borenholtz, o member of our Board, and Project friends ond support-
ers, Joel ond Ethan Coen, hove kindly offered us o preview screening of
*Borton Fink," their new film thot won the Polm d'Or ot Connes this yeor, s
a fundraiser for the Project.

3% (B.S.'s "Sunday Moming” with Charles Kuralt is plonning a story on
The 52nd Street Project. A crew will be joining us on Blodk Island.

O On Saturdoy, September 14th, the Project will be screening o teleploy
by Willie Reale that wos produced in 1983 with 15 Project kids, profession-
ol actors including Treat Willioms, Kathy Bates, Robert Joy ond Brent
Jennings ond featuring Miss Eline Smith.



Replication

We ore rolling clong menily with Replication, moving into the final stoges
before we go to press with volumes ond volumes of all the post Project
scripts ond manuols on Ploymoking and other Project progroms. Eventually
we will be oble to send out these booklefs to oll those interested in doing
something similar to The 52nd Street Project in their own neighborhood.

June Ballinger hos token up the position os arfistic director ond Suson
Willermon as Ploymoking teacher ot Grohom-Windham for o Ploymoking
progrom this summer. The performances for these plays will be in August -
coll the office for more information.

Meanwhile, on the other coast, Project volunteer actress-writer Leigh Curan
is storfing 0 52nd Street Project/West. She has already loid o lot of ground
work, ond hos moved out there this month so we wish her loads of luck.
Keep your eyes peeled for One-on-Ones Hollywood style soon.

Our Readers Write

My Life Story
by Danny Noonan, Project writer/actor

The first time | met The 52nd Street Project is when | was o bit young - os
o matter of foct | was only 7. | wasin PA.L. ond found o door, | opened it,
people nomed Marsue ond Mina were there. | tolked fo them ond days

loter they osked me to oct in o ploy. | did, ond that's how | met the Project.

Now I'm 10.

Owr corre.

right
before his tenth birthday.
His horse, Mitzi, is six.

And, from Jessica Soto at Comp Walden in Maine, this long and pithy letter:
Deor Guys:

How are you doing? Comp is great. | mode a lot of friends, ond everyone
is 50 nice. | miss you oll so much. Love, Jessie. PS. Are the fish deod yet?

Anyone wishing to write Jessica ot comp (where she'll be unfil mid-August)
is encouraged to. Her address is: Comp Walden, Denmork, Maine 04022.

Willie's Poetry Corner

At this point, I'm ashamed of the omount of comic mileage we've racked up
os o result of the death of Sparky, the Project goldfish. Some readers might
even employ the word ‘milk" in the verb form. However, being o dairy lov-
ing kind of guy, I'm dusfing off my stool to write this litte ditty set to the
fune of *Rudolph the Red- Nosed Reindeer”.

SPARKY THE PROJECT GOLDFISH
LIVED INSIDE A PROJECT BOWL
THEN MINA FOUND HIM FLOATING
SHALL WE SAY FILLET OF SOUL

SOON THOUGH WE BOUGHT A NEW ONE
AND WE NAMED HIM SPARKY TWO

HE LASTED HALF AN HOUR

ALL THE KIDS SUSPECT MARSUE

LATER ON THAT VERY DAY

WILLIE CAME TO SAY

WHAT A SHAME THAT SPARKY DIED
WONDER WHAT HE'D BE LIKE FRIED

OH HOW THE CHILDREN LOVED HIM
AND THEY SHOUTED OUT WITH GLEE
CUT UP SOME LEMON WEDGES

WE'VE GOT PLANS FOR SPARKY THREE!

52nd Street on stage for the finale of
*Ten Will Get You Twenty"



